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Objections Workpage for Mock Trial 
 

Directions:  With your team or group, write examples of questions NOT to 
ask of a particular witness. Give the name of the witness and one or two 
examples: 
 
1)  Questions that are leading: 
For example, “How much bread did you usually steal from Jane the 
Midwife?” 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
2)  Questions that ask for an answer involving hearsay: 
 For example, “Then what did John Dark tell Jennet? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
3)  Questions that ask a non-expert witness to give an opinion: 
 For example, asking Magister Reese, the renowned scholar, about the skill 
of Alyce as a midwife and not as a student learning to read. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
4)  Questions that are irrelevant:  
For example, asking Jane the Midwife how old she was when she learned to 
tie her shoes. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s)_____________________________________________________ 
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Witnesses Workpage 
 

Name(s)___________________________________________________ 
•Provide testimony that matches assigned role. 
•Prepare notes to bring with you to the witness stand. 
•List major points that are important for someone in your role to present to 
 the court. 
•During your testimony, attempt to make your stand on the issue clear and 
 support this stand with specific information gathered through your 
 research. 
•Tell a story.  Don’t sound bored or like you have memorized material. 
•Play your character.  Remember, you are acting. 
•LISTEN to attorneys; answer the question that is being asked. 
•Speak loudly and clearly. 
 
Directions:  Research to find information in the book The Midwife’s 
Apprentice that would help the witness to perform well in the mock trial.  
Circle the name of the witness for which you are providing information: 
 
Alyce    Jane the Midwife   Emma Blunt   
Matthew Blunt  Joan Blunt    Edward 
Magister Reese   Expert Witness Doctor The Bailiff, Mr. Blunt  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Direct Examination Workpage 
 

Name(s)_____________________________________________________ 
 
In direct examination, the attorney does the following things: 
•Calls the witness to the witness stand and asks questions on behalf of the 
 party the attorney represents. 
•Attempts to ask questions which will result in your side of the case being 
 presented in the most favorable light. 
•Asks three to five questions beginning with who, what, where, when, why,  
 explain, or describe. 
•Keeps it simple and concise. 
•Plans a strategy:  present witnesses in chronological order or so the 
 sequence of witnesses tells a story. 
 
Directions:  As an attorney, you are to call the witness to the stand and ask 
him/her questions on behalf of the party you represent.  Circle the name of 
the party you represent: 

Jane the Midwife    Alyce 
 

Circle the name of the witness you will be calling to the stand, and then 
compose questions that should be asked of that witness: 
Alyce    Jane the Midwife   Emma Blunt   
Matthew Blunt  Joan Blunt    Edward 
Magister Reese   Expert Witness Doctor The Bailiff, Mr. Blunt  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Cross Examination Workpage 
 

Name(s)_________________________________________________ 
 

In cross examination, the attorney does the following things: 
•Asks “yes” or “no” questions. 
•Avoids opinion and open ended questions. 
•Does not argue with the witness. 
•Knows the answer before you ask the question. 
•Asks 2 to 3 questions, if needed. 
•Asks questions to explain, modify, or discredit what the witness said. 
•Is especially careful to be courteous. 
 
Directions: As an attorney, you have the right to cross examine the witness 
on the stand who has just been questioned by the other attorney.  Circle the 
name of the party you represent: 

Jane the Midwife    Alyce 
 

Circle the name of the witness who is already on the stand, and then 
compose questions that should be asked of that witness: 
Alyce    Jane the Midwife   Emma Blunt   
Matthew Blunt  Joan Blunt    Edward 
Magister Reese   Expert Witness Doctor The Bailiff, Mr. Blunt  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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Opening Statements Workpage 
 

Name(s)_________________________________________________ 
An opening statement: 
•is a short statement, two to three minutes 
•takes a stand that matches your assigned role 
•supports your information from research notes 
 
Directions:  As an attorney, you will be presenting an opening statement to 
the court.  This is a brief statement of what you intend to prove in the trial.  
Of course, you will present information which shows your side in a 
favorable light.  Circle the name of the party you represent: 
 

Jane the Midwife     Alyce 
 

Opening statement: 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Closing Statement Workpage 
 

Name(s)__________________________________________________ 
Closing statements: 
•Are prepared during long pause after all witnesses have been examined. 
•Reflect testimony presented during the trial and the information gathered 
 from research. 
•Develop a statement that restates your position. 
•Includes facts provided by witnesses during the trial. 
•States facts to undermine the opponent’s case. 
•Tells why your client should win. 
 
 
Directions:  As an attorney, you will be presenting a closing statement to the 
court.  This statement will review evidence from the trial which is favorable 
to your side.  Circle the name of the party you represent: 
 

Jane the Midwife     Alyce 
 

Closing statement: 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Debriefing 
 
 

Name(s)____________________________________________________ 
After the trial, discuss and write answers to the following questions: 
 
1.  Do you agree with the verdict?  Why or why not? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  What kinds of things did the witnesses do to make their testimony 
effective? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What kinds of things did the lawyers do to make their questioning 
effective? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What facts or pieces of testimony were most important in the case? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What have you learned about trials as a result of this mock trial? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 


